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The Tobin Tax in the French Parliament 


On its first reading (October 22nd), the Tobin Tax 
amendment was rejected by the’ French 
Parliament. However, it will come up for a second 
reading after the budget debate, which is due to 
begin on Thursday, 16th December, at 3pm. 


The ATTAC parliamentary group, which moved the 
amendment, has started to muster its troops. It 
is quite clear to everyone that the help and 
support of citizens will make all the difference. An 
opinion poll, published by the French magazine 
"L'Expansion" (7-21 October), revealed 60 % of 
French opinions in favour of the Tobin Tax, while 
only 31 % were opposed to it. This strengthens 
our resolve to press for the adoption of a 
measure, which is not only in the spirit of the 
Seattle protest, but also favoured by French public 
opinion. 


All the local ATTAC groups in France will be 
lobbying their MP's and briefing them on what is 
at stake. We invite all of you, whatever country 
you live in, to use the addresses of French MP's, 
published on the website of the National 
Assembly, to stress the importance of this vote, 
and the example it could set for your own 
parliamentary representatives. Our Canadian 
colleagues have already pointed the way, by their 
vote on motion m-239 last March. 
French National Assembly website: 
http: //www.assemblee- nationale. fr/ 

Minutes of the debate in the Canadian parliament: 
http: //attac.org/fra/grou/doc/assnat.htm 








We thank you for any support you can give to the 
French parliamentary group of ATTAC : 

http: //attac. org/fra/grou/doc/assnat.htm 
groupe.assemblee. nationale@attac.org 








The Tobin Tax in the British Parliament 


An "early day motion" on the Tobin Tax was 
posted for information on the notice board of the 
British House of Commons on 3/12/99. Although 
this does not imply that an actual motion on the 
Tobin Tax is up for debate in the immediate 
future, "early day motions" do contain information 
about future themes of debate. They serve to 
mobilise opinion, and to brief journalists on these 
themes. Here is the text of this early day motion : 


The Tobin Tax 


That this House notes that international currency 
speculation currently stands at about $1.5 trillon a 
day and that the vast majority of this is unrelated 
to trade in real goods and services; further notes 
that such enormous speculative flows substantially 
undermine the powers of national governments 
and regional blocs; believes that a small levy on 
such speculation, known as the Tobin Tax after 
the name of the Nobel Laureate who originated 
the concept, could both help to dampen down the 
scale and scope of speculation and_ raise 
substantial revenues, raising as much as $250 
billion each year for good causes such as 
development and_= environmental — protection; 
recognises that such a levy would have to be 
universal or as near to that as possible and 
contain safeguards to minimise and eliminate tax 
evasion; notes that the Tobin Tax has the backing 
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of the Canadian Parliament, the Finnish 
Government and campaign groups such as War on 
Wants; and urges the Government to discuss the 
concept with its partners in_ international 
organisations such as_ the World’ Trade 
Organisation, the IMF, G8 and the European Union 
with a view to drawing up an internationaly co- 
ordinated and feasible tax regime for currency 
speculation. 


After Seattle - Bangkok 


Everyone who wants to build on the gains of 
Seattle should be coming to Bangkok in February 
for the UNCTAD X. This is the first international 
meeting of trade ministers for the new 
millennium, and promises to be a major event in 
shaping the 'terms of trade' for the next century. 


Civil society events are being planned : 


If you have ideas If you want to be involved If you 
want to organise an event If you want to keep 
informed about what's happening 


Please get in contact with Focus on the Global 
South. Send an email to Nicola Bullard, 
n.bullard@focusweb.org 


The United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) will be holding its tenth 
quadrennial Conference in Bangkok, Thailand, 
from 12-19 February 2000. As agreed by 
member States, UNCTAD X will address the 
theme ‘Developmental strategies in an 
increasingly interdependent world: applying the 
lessons of the past to make globalization an 
effective instrument for the development of all 
countries and of all people. 


Arrangements can be made for non-governmental 
organizations that do not have observer status 
with UNCTAD and that provide the necessary 
credentials to attend UNCTAD X. 


Organizations would be issued with a badge 
allowing them access to the conference centre 
and entitlement to observe the proceedings of the 
public sessions of the Conference, attend NGO 
briefing sessions, have access to non-restricted 
general and press documentation and use of the 
facilities provided for NGOs. 


They would not be entitled to make oral 
statements in official meetings of the Conference 
or circulate written statements. They may 
however make their views known through an 


NGO which has status and display material in a 
specific location reserved for this purpose. 


Organizations wishing to attend the Conference 
are required to complete a questionnaire and 
send it with a copy of the requested supporting 
material to: 


Ms. Susan Clarke, UNCTAD, Palais des Nations, 
Office E.9015, CH 1211 Geneva 10, Switzerland 
(FAX: (41 22) 907 00 43). 


Inquiries can be addressed by e mail to: 
susan.clarke@unctad.org or tel. 907 57 18. 


Organizations must provide clear information on 
their activities and how they are concerned with 
those of UNCTAD by attaching a text to’ the 
questionnaire with copies of related pages from 
their organization's Constitution/By- 
laws/Statutes and mission statements, where 
available. 


Organizations should submit applications and 
supporting material by DHL or fax before 31 
December and no later than 5 January in order to 
ensure meeting clearance deadlines for 
accreditation and attendance at the Conference. 


A pre-Conference Civil Society Plenary Caucus will 
be held at UNCC- ESCAP in Bangkok in the days 
preceding the Conference (the exact dates are 
subject to confirmation). 


The Caucus will provide an opportunity for NGOs 
to discuss their views on the issues related to the 
UNCTAD X agenda. Discussions will be largely 
based on an initial document prepared at the 
annual Consultation with NGOs (Geneva, 12-14 
December). 


The outcome of the Plenary Caucus will be 
presented to. Member States at the official 
Conference. Requests to attend the Plenary 
Caucus should also be sent to Susan Clarke at the 
above UNCTAD address, or noted on the 
attached questionnaire. 


Please note that completion of accreditation 
procedures for the Conference is not required for 
participation in the Plenary Caucus -- although 
the total number of participants will be limited by 
the carrying capacity of meeting room. 


Organizations wishing to establish a _ closer 
working relationship with UNCTAD, and a firm 
basis for long-term cooperation, are strongly 
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advised to apply for consultative status and can 
request information and questionnaires from the 
above address. 


Organizations in status receive UNCTAD's 
documentation and studies, as well as 
notifications of UNCTAD's _ intergovernmental 
meetings where they can make and distribute 
statements. 


Applications for status are submitted to the Trade 
and Development Board for the approval of 
States members. For more information on status 
and on UNCTAD X, please see UNCTAD's web 
page: http://www.unctad.org. 


The WTO debacle in Seattle 


(A. Unity Statement of Philippine — social 
movements, labor groups, people's organizations 
and NGOs) 

December 10, 1999 - Manila, Philippines 


The Seattle events are a confluence of two 
politically significant factors: the massive and 
popular street protests that denounced the WTO 
and the whole "free trade" dogma; and the 
disunities and contradictions within the WTO itself 
that eventually led to the collapse of the trade 
talks. In both counts, i.e. both inside and outside 
the WTO convention hall, the US failed to bully its 
way through. 


Outside the convention hall, the US government 
and western media had difficulty downplaying the 
massive street protests. They blamed the 
monstrous street riots to the handiwork of a few 
anarchists without saying that on the first day 
itself of the WTO meeting, dockworkers and 
cabdrivers in Seattle were on strike, residents 
were pouring into the streets offering food and 
water to the embattled protesters. Demonstrators 
in Seattle swelled to 70,000 while simultaneous 
rallies ranging from 50,000 to 70,000 were also 
happening in Paris, London, Geneva, India and 
other parts of the globe. 


The "battle in Seattle" may not have directly 
caused the collapse of the trade talks but its 
political value lies in having stirred public 
consciousness on the evils of "free trade" and the 
WTO, which the general public previously thought 
to be a benign trade body. It serves to inspire a 
resurgence of people's struggles worldwide even if 
Seattle was only a spontaneous convergence of 
diverse political initiatives. If there is one lesson to 
be learned from the Seattle street protests, it was 


the significance of diverse ideological groups 
coming together in a common trajectory of 
rejecting the WTO and exposing all its evils. It is 
unfortunate for some Filipino groups to claim that 
the "battle in Seattle" was a mountain that grew 
out of a molehill, belittling all other groups' efforts 
while taking credit for everything. 


Inside the convention hall, developing nations 
were one in blaming the WTO trade regime of 
delivering more benefits to the developed nations 
than to developing and least developed nations. 
Such collective dismay was to be fired up later by 
the US high-handed approach in introducing labor 
and environment issues into the domain of the 
WTO which developing nations view as a 
protectionist ploy intended to discriminate against 
third world exports. Aside from disagreement on 
many issues, developing nations decried the lack 
of transparency in the meeting where substantive 
talks are taking place through "green room" 
negotiations without the knowledge _ and 
participation of most members. The big players 
on the other hand (like the US, EU and Japan) 
were outdoing each other in protecting their own 
economies over agricultural subsidies and anti- 
dumping laws and eventually competing over who 
gets the bigger pie in a "globalized" economic 
order. Such contradiction among competing 
monopoly powers also contributed to the 
breakdown of trade talks in Seattle. 


Western media alleged that we, after having 
exulted on the success of frustrating the millenium 
round, were later sulking with the fact that labor 
and environment failed to be introduced into the 
WTO. This is completely misleading. As far as 
we in the’ social movements, labor and 
environmental groups are concerned, we have 
always upheld the promotion of labor rights and 
welfare and protection of the environment as key 
issues in our advocacy against "globalization". 
The logic of global corporate rule is to keep wages 
and labor standards low in developing countries to 
facilitate capital mobility and realize maximum 
profits from cheap and docile labor. It is also in 
developing countries where global capital engage 
in extractive industries to supply them cheap raw 
materials causing irreversible destruction to the 
environment and natural resource base of the 
third world. Clinton's agenda on these issues is 
hypocritical and a double-bladed weapon intended 
to give the WTO extra powers in micro-managing 
the economies of third world nations in addition to 
what the IMF and the World Bank have already 
been doing. 
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The collapse of the 3rd WTO ministerial meeting is 
therefore more than a matter of Clinton being ill- 
prepared with his agenda nor a case of the Seattle 
mayor's mishandling of the street protests. More 
than anything else, the WTO fiasco surfaced the 
internal contradictions within the multilateral 
trading system and current crisis of the global 
capitalist system. A contradiction of global 
corporate rule versus the workers and the masses 
of oppressed peoples; of global capital 
represented by governments of developed nations 
versus developing and least developed nations; 
and _ contradiction among competing global 
economic powers. 


Trade has been one major battleground so that 
global capital can conquer markets elsewhere 
while being able to protect their own home 
markets. For this purpose, the WTO was created 
using "free trade" as a pretext to pry open the 
economies of the third world in accordance with 
the dogma of "globalization" where supposedly no 
country can exist outside a "globalized" world 
economy. 


The WTO fiasco proved the bankruptcy of the "free 
trade" and _ "globalization" ideology. The 
magnitude of people's protests and the shaping up 
of collective resistance by third world nations 
signaled a renewed challenge to the dominance of 
global capital. 


The battle in Seattle won political gains for the 
people's struggle against the WTO and global 
capital but the war is far from over. The WTO is 
still in place and will resume talks on key areas 
like agriculture, services and intellectual property 
rights. We should not let our guards down and 
vigorously oppose all attempts by the US to 
introduce new powers to the WTO. We must 
support the call of peasant movements worldwide 
to get agriculture out of the WTO even as we find 
ways of diminishing the hold of the WTO on such 
key areas of the economy. We should reject 
further liberalization of third world economies and 
work for a united front of all developing and least 
developed nations in fighting for their national 
economic sovereignty and genuine development. 


In the Philippines, we must continue to resist the 
Estrada government's plans of foolishly dragging 
the economy further to the control of foreign 
capital. Our campaign against charter change is a 
campaign for national sovereignty that should be 
pursued more resolutely. In the face of the WTO 
fiasco, we must urge the Estrada government to 
align itself with the growing anti-WTO sentiment 


of developing nations. It must review its 
negotiating position in the WTO and reverse 
previous commitments that have proven to be 
detrimental to workers, farmers, local producers 
and the whole economy. A legislative inquiry and 
review of the country's fate under the WTO must 
be supported. 


"Shut down the WTO!" was the battlecry in Seattle 
that reverberated in all parts of the globe. We, in 
the Philippine social movements, labor 
organizations, peasant associations, NGO's and 
other people's organizations are committed to 
pursue this battlecry in solidarity with other 
oppressed peoples and nations of the world. 


Signed: 


Eduardo Mora Pambansang Katipunan ng 
Makabayang Magbubukid (PKMM) 


Sonia Soto Kilusan para sa Pambansang 
Demokrasya (KPD) 


Police Violence in Seattle 


* News Release Issued by the_ International 
Secretariat of Amnesty International * News 
Service 233/99 Al INDEX: AMR 51/203/99 10 
December 1999 


USA Amnesty International calls for an inquiry into 
police actions at WTO talks in Seattle Reports of 
widespread police abuses against non-violent 
protesters and others during the World Trade 
Organization talks last week in Seattle are deeply 
disturbing, Amnesty International said today. "The 
use of chemical sprays, restraint chairs and 
beatings appear to violate international human 
rights standards," Amnesty International said. The 
organization is calling for the establishment of an 
independent commission of inquiry to fully and 
impartially investigate the use of force by the 
police against the demonstrators. Allegations 
include: the indiscriminate use of chemical agents 
such aS pepper spray and tear gas against non- 
violent protesters, unresisting residents and 
bystanders. Some of whom were repeatedly 
sprayed in the face at close range. Reports also 
indicate that a barrage of other potentially 
dangerous weapons including rubber bullets, 
wooden pellets and "flashbang" grenades were 
used indiscriminately. According to some sources, 
symptoms described by victims, suggest that an 
unauthorized 'neurotoxic' chemical agent may 
have been used. Systematic cruel treatment used 
to coerce or punish violent protesters for act of 
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non-compliance such as refusing to give their 
names in King County jail. One person was 
slammed against a wall, beaten while lying on the 
floor and had his fingers forced back with a pencil. 
In another case, guards squeezed a man's nose, 
almost suffocating him, when he refused to give 
out his name. Also at King County jail, people 
were allegedly strapped into four-point restraint 
chairs as punishment for non-violent resistance or 
asking for their lawyers. In one case a man was 
stripped naked before being strapped into the 
chair. One woman was stripped naked by four 
woman guards, while a male guard outside 
watched. She further had her arms and legs 
folded behind her and was held down on the floor 
with the full weight of two guards on top of her. 
Amnesty International calls for an independent 
commission of inquiry to be implemented, 
including examination by independent experts of 
the symptoms reported by those exposed to 
chemical agents and the reported use of force in 
the King County jail and other detention centres. 
The results of these inquiries should be made 
public at the earliest possible date. ENDS.../ 
Amnesty International, International Secretariat, 1 
Easton Street, WC1X 8DjJ, London, United 
Kingdom 


AND GAS MASKS WERE MADE ILLEGAL 


From a report by the Direct Action Medical 
Collective, one of the Groups that provided first 
aid during the Seattle demonstrations. 


KIRK JAMES MURPHY, MD: Individuals exposed to 
chemical weapons in the late afternoon and 
evening of December ist at two_ locations 
downtown blocks adjacent to Pike Place Market 
and the Seattle neighborhood of Capitol Hill 
evinced and reported a pattern of symptoms 
which is inconsistent with the pattern’ of 
symptoms which may be ascribed to irritating 
agents. This"atypical" pattern of symptoms 
includes the rapid onset of: mydriasis (pupillary 
dilation) with resultant impairment of visual 
acuity; tachycardia (rapid heart rate) with some 
palpitations; new-onset hypertension (high blood 
pressure) in one individual; nausea, vomiting, 
diarrhea (persisting for days after exposure); 
abrupt or immediate onset of menstruation 
(asynchronous with usual menstrual cycle); 
muscular fasciculation (twitches); © muscular 
dyscoordination; lethargy, confusion, 
disorientation, diminished concentration, nocturnal 
hallucinations. Moreover, some casualties reported 
an abrupt experience of loss of muscular tone and 


strength that sometimes (but not always) 
immediately preceded a loss of consciousness; 
one observer of these affected individuals reported 
uncontrolled, spasmodic movements in those 
affected. 


Some individuals exposed in the Pike Place Market 
area reported that the aforementioned symptoms 
came immediately after exposure to a _ non- 
irritating agent which did not cause pain, 
lacrimation, or burning of mucous membranes. 


The pattern of symptoms is not consistent with 
known mechanisms of action of the _ irritant 
chemical weapons OC, CS, or CN. The pattern, 
however, is consistent with disruption of 
neurotransmitter activity. Lamentably, the single 
most compelling explanation for the observed 
findings is the (deliberate or accidental) inclusion 
of "incapacitating agents" which disrupt neuronal 
function in the chemical munitions discharged by 
law enforcement agencies in Seattle during the 
WTO protest. 


While direct cholinergic effects or indirect 
(inhibition of acetylcholinesterase) effects arising 
from synergistic combinations (of OC, CS, and CN) 
cannot be ruled out at this time, the experience 
and observations Medical Collective members, 
together with the aforementioned information, 
appears to most robustly support the hypothesis 
that the casualties described above resulted from 
exposure to holinesterase inhibitors used as 
chemical weapons in crowd control. 


The Seattle Post-Intelligencer reported on 
December 4 that the Seattle Police Department 
had to replenish its chemical weapons stocks by 
going to outside sources. Various individuals have 
reported being told by individual law enforcement 
officers that chemical weapons in addition to OC, 
CS, and CN were deployed by various entities; 
these anecdotal accounts are not yet confirmed. 


Any information regarding the use of chemical 
munitions in addition to OC, CS or CN, as well as 
information regarding the discharge of chemical 
weapons by agencies other than the Seattle Police 
Department would be helpful. 

If you were exposed to chemical weapons during 
the WTO protests and have the pattern of 
"atypical" symptoms discussed below, please 
make a written, signed, and dated account of your 
exposure, including details such as_ the 
(approximate) location in which you were exposed 
and the date and part of the day (morning, 
midday, afternoon, evening) of your exposure, as 
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well as the nature of your symptoms. Please send 
such accounts to the email above and to the ACLU 


unit investigating law enforcement actions in 
Seattle during the WTO protests. 


KIRK J AMES 
mailto: kmurphy@ucla.edu 





MURPHY, 


MD: 


